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Public use in protected areas is growing, while tourism has become one of the main eco-

nomic activities in those places. Planning and regulating this uses is essential for guaranteeing 

that pressure over natural environment doesn’t put at risk the sustainability of human activities. 

And the European Chart for Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas, which is a EUROPARC 

Federation initiative, is a wonderful tool for achieving that goal. In this paper the author 

describes the Charter, from the origins to the present, nothing what its future can be. 
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