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The article presents a reflection of the epistemological implications of tourism research with 

the aim of creating and producing knowledge of tourism, among which the opposition is often 

commonly made between theory and practice, science and scientific criticism and interpretation, 

decanting theoretical and methodological objectified processes (positivist), due to the 

hegemony and argumentative burden of modern science. In the case of tourism, specifically 

discusses what has been the construction of knowledge through a short scene showing their 

orientations and biases, both worldwide and in Mexico and Brazil, noting the lack of critical 

research, highlighting the importance of higher education institutions (HEIs) and the challenge 

involved gestate the conditions for a thought-reflective and critical research in universities and 

research studying tourism. This discussion takes a critical perspective as a framework that 

combines the philosophical and pragmatic analysis of the objects in question.  
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