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This essay analyses the impact of a project of sustainable tourism that reshaped the image
of a rural district to transform it in a tourist product. A peculiarity of this case is that the local
government, an NGO, several state agencies and the local population joined efforts to transform
this rural community under the supposition that tourism would be a new source of jobs and
income to its impoverished inhabitants. This a case that allows pondering on the limits and

possibilities of rural communitarian tourism and the model of management that it proposes.
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