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This research analyses the development process of the municipalities belonging to the tourist
circuit of the Trilha dos Inconfidentes. For this, a tourism development index (IDT), composed of five
dimensions (income, education, childhood, housing and longevity) and was calculated for the years
1991, 2000 and 2010. The results showed different development trends for the region, with
especially higher levels for childhood and housing dimensions, but with problematic low levels for
income and education dimensions. The region offered precarious services for a tourist circuit which
is part of its attractiveness. This precariousness can be associated with lower schooling level
reflecting the low wages observed. Thus, the two dimensions are interrelated and should be the
focus of a public policy for development of the region, especially in the case of tourism, which
requires quality services. Moreover, the lack of policy learning and coordination structure weakens
local actor initiatives towards a sustainable path of development of tourism, leading to high levels of
social and environmental degradation. Therefore, in a track of such diversity and potential, a
concrete, participatory, integrated and coordinated implementation of sustainable development

policy is needed.
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